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Tothe right Honorable 
and vertaous Lady,the Lady eM ar- 
garet, Counteſle of umberland, 


graccand peace. 


\F'SV laht Honorable, The kingdome 
> ki ©) of heauen, of which the ſcripture 
} L2h ſpeaketh ſo oft, is properly a cer- 
\<L raine ſtate or condition, whereby 
 GABAR& we /tandin the fauour and loue 
of God,m and by Chrift. «And this kmgdome 1s 
compared to agraine of mutard-ſeede, to teach 
os that a man is even at that initant already en- 
tred into the Kingdome of Heauen, when the 
Lord that good husband-man hath cait but ſome 
little portion of faith or repentance into the 
ground of the heart: Yea though it bee but as one 
graineof mu#lard-ſeede. Of this IRtle praineF 
haue penned tha treatiſe, in quantitie anſwera- 
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"RR" TheEpiſtteDedicatorr, © 
3.4 ble'thereto:: and now F preſent the ſame to your _ © 
2 Ladyſhip, not to ſupplie your want ( for F hope 
you are ſtored with many graines of this lindo 
but to performe ſome dutie on my part. Hoping 
therefore that your Ladyſhip will read and ac- 
cept the ſame, F take my leaue, commending you 
to the bleſsing andprotefion of the almighue. 


Tour Honours tocommand 


William Perkins. 
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A GRAINE OF MVSTARD- 
ſeede, or theleaſtmeaſureof gracethatis, or 


can be effeituall ro ſaluation. 


4 T is a yerie neceflary point to'be knowen, 
By what i the leaſt meaſure of grace that can be- 
T@Y fall the true childe of God » leſſer then which 


IG) [SIE 
\ 4 & there is no grace effettuall to ſaluation . For 
oe BOY firſt of all,the right ynderſtadiog of this isthe 
AN] [> veric foundationof truecofort yntoalltrou- 
> bled & touched conſciences. Secondly,it isa 
-* notable mcansto ſtir vſſthankfulnes in them 
"if that have any grace at all: whe they ſhall in examination of theſclues 
conſider that they haue recciued of God the leaſt meaſure of grace, 
; or more. Thirdly, it will be an inducement, and a ſpurre ynto ma- 
ny careleſſe and ynrepentant perſons, to embrace the Goſpell , avd 
to begin repentance for their lines; when they ſhall perceiue, and 
that by the worde of God, that God accepts the yery ſecdsand ru-: 
diments of faith and repemanceatthe firſt ,though they be but in - 
meaſure as agraine of muſtard-ſced. Now then for the opening 
and clecring of this point , I will ſet downe fixe feuerall concluſi- 
ons,in ſuch orderas one ſhall confirme and cxplane the other, and 
onedepend vponthe other. | 


I. Concluſion. 


A man that doth but begin to be connerted, is enen at that in: 
ftant the very child of God: thangh inwardly be be more car. 
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T he Expoſition. 

]Na manthere muſtbee conſidered threethiogs, the ſabſtance of 
che bodicand foule, whercof a man is faidco confiſt,the facultics 

placed in the ſoule and exerciſed in the body,as ynderſtanding,wil, 

Q q3 affeQions: 
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affeQions: the integritic and puritic of the faculties, whereby 
theyare conformable to the will of God , and beare his Image. 
And bace the fall of Adam, man is notdepriucd of his ſubſtance, 
or of the powers. @pd faculticsof his ſoule, but onely of chethird, 
which is the puritic of nature. And therefore the converſion of a 
finner , whereof the concluſion ſpeaketh , is notthe change of the 
ſubſtance of mas, or the faculties of the ſoule : but a renewing and 


reſtoring of that puritic and hotinefſe which was loſt by mans 
tall, with the abuliſhment of that naturall corruption which-is 


in all the powets of the (oule. Thisis the worke of God, and 
of God alone, ad that oo this manner . Firſt of all when it plea- 
{th Godro worke a change 1n any, bcedocth it not firſt in 'one 
part, then in another, as hee that repaircth adecayed houſe by 
peece-meale : but the worke , both tor the beginning, continu- 
ance, and accompliſhment, is iv the whole man, and euery part 
at once, cſpecially in the minde, conſcience, will, and affeQi- 
on: asonthe contraric, when Adam loſt the Image of God, hee 
loſt it in cucric parte. Secondly , the conuerſion of a finner is 
not wrought all at one 1nſtant, but 1a continuance of time, and 
that by ccrtaine meaſures and degrees . And a man is in the 
firſt degree of his conuerſion , when. the Holy Ghoſt by the 
meanes of the worde, inſpires him with ſome ſpirituall mott= 
ons, and beginnes to regeacrate and renew the inwarde /pows= 
ers of his ſoule . And hee may in this caſe veric futcly be com- 
pared to the night in the firſt dawning of the day, in which 
though the darkenefle remaine and bee more in quantitic than 
the light, yet the Sunne hath afrcadic caſt ſome beamcs of lighe 
into the aire, whereupon we tearme it, the breaking of the day. 
Now then the verie point which I teach, is that a man at this 
inſtant and in this veric ſtate (God as yet bauing but laide cer- 
taine beginnings of true conucrſion 1n his heart ) us the very child 
of God, and that not onely in the cternall purpoſe of God ( as 
all the cle& arc ) but indeede by aCtuall pena * and*this is 
plaine by a manifeſt reaſon. There bee foure ſpeciall workes of 
gracc ineuery childeof God; his ynian with Chriſt ; his adop-! 
tion, juſtification , and conuetſion , and theſefoure arc wroughe 
all at onc inſtant, fo asfor order of time, ncither gogs before nor 
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after other : and yet in; regarde of order of nature , vnion with 

Chriſt, wſtification, and adoption, goc before the inward con- 
uerlion of a fianer, it being the fruir and eftcRof them all, Vp- 
onthis 1t followeth neceſſarily, that a finner in. the verie firſt a&t 
ot his conucrſion, is juſtified, adopted, and incorporatcd into the 
myſticall bodic of Chriſt, In the parable of theprodigall ſonne, 
the tarher with ioy recciues his wicked ghilde, but when? ſurely 
when hee ſaw him comminga fatre off, and when as yethee had 


' made no confeſsion or humiliation to his father, but onely bad 


conceiued with himſelte a purpoſe to returne andto ſay, Father, 
I haue finncd againſt heaucnand againſt thee, &c. And Paul faith 
of many of the Corinthians, that hee could not ſpeake ynto them 


as ſpirituall mcn, butazcaroall, cucn babes in Chriſt, x. Cor. 3. 1, 


II. Coaduſioa, 


The firſt materiall beginnings of the connerſion of 4 ſinner, or 
the ſmalle#t meaſure of renewing zrace, bave the promiſes 


of this life, and the life to come. 
T be Expoſition, - 


6 beginnings of conucrſion muſt be diſtinguiſhed. Someare 
beginnings of preparation, ſomz beginnings of compolition. 
Beginvings of preparation are ſuch as bring vnder, tame, and 
ſubduc the Rubbornneile of. mans nature, without making any 
change at ail: of this forte arc ihe accuſations of the conſcience 
by the miniſteric of the Lawe, tcares and terrours ariſing rhence, 
compunQiion of hearr, which is the apprehenſion of Gods anger 
againſt ſinne. Now thete and the hike 1 exclude in the concluſt- 
on, for though they goe before to prepare a ſinner to bus conuer- 
fion following, yet are they no graces of God,but fruity of the law, 
that is the miuiſtery of deach,and of an acculing.conſgicuce. Begin» 


- nings ofcompolition I tearme alliboſe/ inward motions and incli» 


nations of Gods (piric, that follow afterthe worke of the law vpon 
the conſcience; and riſe vponthe meditation of the goſpell, that 
promilcth cightcouſnes 8 life cucrlaſting by Chriſt: out of which, 
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motions the cotmerſion of-a ſinner ariſcth , and of which it con 
fiſteth : what theſe are it ſhall afterward appeare . Againe , grace 
muſt be diſtinguiſhed it is twofolde , reſtraining grace, or renuing 
grace. Reſtraining grace | tcarme certaine- common gifts of God, 
ſcruing only to order and frame the outward conuerſation of men 
tro the Law of God, or (eruing to bereaue men of excuſe itathe day 
of 1wdgemenr.By this lemd of grace, heathen men haue been hberal, 


ivt,ſober,yaliant.By it men living in the Church of God, haue bin 


enlightned, and hauing taſted of the good word of God, haue re« 
ioyced therein, & for a time outwardly conformed theſclues there- 
to.Renving grace tsnot common to all men,bur properro the cleQ, 
and it is a gift ot Gods ſpirit,whereby the corruption ot finne is not 
only reſtrained, but alſo motufied, and the decaied Image of God 
reſtored. Now then the concluſion muſt only be vnderſtood of the 
ſecond, and not of the firſt : for though a man haue neuer ſo much 
of this reſtraining grace, yet vnleſle he hauethe ſpirit of Chriſt ro 
create faith in the hcarr, and to ſanfific him;he is as farre from ſal- 
gation 2s any other. Now then the ſenſe and meaning of the con- 
clufion is, thatthe veric leaſt mcaſureof ſauing grace, and the very 
beginnings or ſeedes of regeneration doe declare, and after aforr 
giuctitle to men, of all the mercifull promiſes of God , whether 
they concerne this life or thelife to come : ard therefore are ap» 
prooued of God, if they be intructh, and accepted av greater rfa- 
fures of gracc.-T hat which our Sauiour Chriſt ſaith of the worke 
of miracles, If yee hane faith as 4 graine of £Muſtard-ſeede, yee 
ral ſay vmto thi monntaine , Remooue hence to yonder place, and 
it ſball remoove, muſt by the law of equall proportion be applicd 
to faith, repentance, the feareof God; and all other graces;if th 
be truely wrought in_the heart, though they be bur as ſmall as 
one little graine of Muſtard-ſcede, they ſhall be ſufficiently effe- 
Qtuall co bring forth good workes , for which they are ordained. 
The Prophet Eſai 42. 3. faith, that Chriſt Þa//not quench the /mo- 
king flaxe, nor breake vhe bruiſed reede. Let the compariſon bee 
marked: fire in flaxe muſt be both little and weake, in quamitie 
as a ſparke or twaine,that can nor caufea flatne but onely a ſmoake; 
Seca in a matter ſo eaſic.ro burne . Here then is ſignified, 
the giftes and graces of Gods ſpirit, that are bath tor _ 

ure 


** 
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fare and firength as a ſparke ortwaine of fire, ſhall not bee peg 
lefted, but rather acceptedand cheriſhed by Chriſt- VV henour Sa- 
uiout Chriſt heard'the young man make a confeſsion of a praiſe 
but of outward and ciuill righteouſnefle, he looked por him and 
loued him : and when hee hcard the Scribeto ſpeake diſcreetly but 
one pood ſpeech, thatto loue God with all the heatt is abouc all 

ſacrifices, he ſaid vnto him, That he was mot farre from the king- 

dome of heanen. Therefore nodoubt,he will louc with a morc ſpe- 

ciall loue, and accept as the good fubicAs of hiskingdome, thoſe 

that haue recciued a further mercic of God to bee borne a new of 

water and of the ſpirit. 


Acon#tant and earneſt defire taberecouciled to Godjto belerur und 
to repent if it be in a tourhedheart js in acceptation with God as 
reconciliation; faith, repent ance it ſelfe, | 


' The Expoſition. 


| Bis ordcfire is twofolde, natarall and ſupernarurall. Naturall is 
chat whoſe beginning and obicf is in nature, that is, which ari- 
fe. hot the nawurall will of man, and affeQerh ſuch thin $ as are 
thought to be _ accotding tothe Tight of narure. And this kind 
of defire hath his degrees , yet ſo as they are all limited within the 
compaſſc of nature. Some defire riches, honours, pleafures, forne 
tearniog and knowledge: becauſe it is the light andperfeRion of 
the minde: ſome poefurtherand ſceke after the yertues of iultice, 
remperafice; liberalitic, &c: and thus many heathen men have cx- 
celled. Some agaide deſtre*truc bappinefſe, '4$ Falsim did, who 
wiſhed to dycthe death of the righteous : becaplc.it is the proper- 
ticof nature to ſeeke the preſeruation of it ſclfe. Bur here mature 
ſtaies1t (elfe : for where the minde rencales not;the'will affesnor. 
Supernarurall defires are fueh as borh for theirbrginning atidob- 
ict; arc aboue natare+ for their beginning ts fronrche holy Ghoſt, 


* 


and the obic@ ot matter aboi'r which rhey are converſant ', are 


, hivgs dinine and ſpigituall , which'concetre the kingdome of 


_ heauen: 
= 
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q ll and” ofthis kinde are, = defircs of which I ſpeake in this 


place. Agaiae;that we may not be deceined. in our deſires, but may 
the better diſcerne them from flittering 8 fAceting morions, I adde 
three reſtraints. Firit of allahe deſire of reconcilationgthe defire ro 
belccuc,or thedeſiretorepent,&c. mult be conſtant and haue con- 
tinuance,otherwiſe itmay iultly be ſuſpeted. Secondly, itmult be 
earnelt and ſcrious,though not alwaics, yet at ſometimes,that wee 
may bcableto ſay with Dayid, My /oule deſireth after thee," Lord, 
45 the thiritie land. Aud, As the Hart breietb after the riners of 
water, ſo panteth my ſoule after thee O God. My foul thirfeth far 
God,cuen the living God. Thirdly,itmuſt be inatouched heart: for 
when a man is touched in conſcience, the heart is caſt dowae, and 
(as much as it can) it withdrawes it. ſcife from God. For this cauſe, 
if then there bee any ſpirituall motions whereby the hcarr is litr vp 
ynto God, they are without doubt from the ſpiricof God. Thus 
then mn thatthe deſire of reconciliation with God in Chriſt, 
is reconciliation it ſelfe: the delire to belecue, is faith indeede : and 
the delire to repent, repentance it ſelfc. But marke how..A delire to 
bce reconciled is not reconciliation in nature (forthe deſire is one 
thing,and reconciliation is another) but in Gods acceptation: for if 
we bciogtouched throvghly for our finnes, do defire to hane them 
pardoned,and to beat one with God,(God accepts vs as reconciled, 
Againgsdelire to belecuczit is not faith innature, but onely in Gods 
pcEapratis:G od accepting the will for the deed. Thatthis doftrine 
a6 wall Ka” word of God,it appeares by thele rcaſons. Furſt of al, 
annexcd apromiſeof bleſfednceile,and of life cuctlalling, 

ns the delyze of grace. Matth.y, Bleed are they which hunger and 
£ Fj Foe right eopſneſſe for. + A frallbe ſatisfied. Johp.7: verl.38, 
1f any man 290 let him, Come to me angdrinke. Reucl.21. 4 wil 
gre wits, Lat whggh. # athirf, of the. mol of: the Water ig bfe 


rec FTE ; | ) 4 

Rſs whatds —_ to chicſt ?Propetly it inwben wee arein a 
drought or. drinefſe, and want drjnke-to xetre(h vs, to delire it. 
Andtherctoce by areſerablancesthey are (aid to thitſt afcer rightc- 
oulnelſe;thor wantit and would faine baugit., Andthey thirſt aſtcr 
Cbrifl,chat teele themſclues out of Chriſt,and deſire, yea long after 
the bJoud of Chriſt, that they might bee refreſhed with it = their 
conſciences. 
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_ cdnſciences. Here then we ſee that the delire of mercie inthe want 
of mercie, is the obtaining of mercie; and the defire ro beleeuce in 
the want of faith, is fath:Though as yet thou want firme & liucly 
graace,yct artthou not altogether yoyd of grace,if thoucanſt defire 
thy defire is the ſeed, conception, or buddeof that which thon 
wang now's the ſpring timeof the ingrafted wordor the im- 
morall ſeede caſt into the furrowes of thy heart: wait but a while, 
vling good mcanes, and thou ſhalt ſeethat Jeaues, bloſſomes, and 
fruites will ſhortly fellow after- Secondly,the defire of any good 
thing is accepted of God as the lmely inuocation of his holy name, 
Pſalm. 10. Ged beareth the defires of the poore: Plalm. 145. He will 
falfill the deſire of them that feare him, VV hen Moſes laid nothing, 
E but onely deſired in hearrthe helpe and protection of-God ar the 
- redde ſca,the Lord (aid vato him : V hy crieſt thon yaco me. Ex- 
odus 14. And when we know not to pray as wee ought,Paul faith, 
'F that the ſpirit makech requeſt by the inward groanes of the heart. 
| Rom.$.26. Hence I gather,that whe a man in his weaknefle praics 
with ſighcs and groancs;tor the gift of liucly faith, the want wher- 
of he findes in him(elte; his veryprayer on this manner made, is as 
truly in acccptatiop with GOD, as the prayer made in lively faith. 
Thirdly, to the teſtimonic of Scripture, I adde the teſtimonies of 
godly and learned men, rot to proouethedoQtrine in hand; but to 
ſhew a conſent, and to prooue thus 'muchthat the thing which I a- 
| vouch is no priuate phantaſie of any man. *Aug.faith, Let thy deſire *PhaLze. 
[+ be befere him, and thy father which [eeth in ſecret ſpall rewar4e thee 
1h. epenly : for thy deſire is thy prater,and if thy deſire be continnuall, thy 
prater is continsell. Headdes further inthe ſlameplace,thar,the de- 
ſue is acontinuall voyee, and the crie of the heart, and the inward 
inuocation of Godgrhich may be made without intermiſſion. Againe, 
> 7 he whole life of a 800d Chriitian, is an holy will and deſire. And b Expoſic 
that which thou defireſt thou ſeeſt not+but by deſiring,art(as it were) Eyiſt.toha, 
inlarged and madgvapable, that when it ſpall come which thou ſhalt *42-4.de 
| ſee thou maiii be filled. <Berpard ſaith,Y / hat ys not deſire 4 voice ? wal ; 
$|- Yea very ſtrong voice, God btareth the dere of thepoore, and 4 cam.Ser.t4 
catinual defireiough we ſpeak nothing,is a voice cotimued.aLuther grom.,, 
1 laith,C b-ift is th? truly omnipotent, then truly raignes in vs,whe pagn24s 
we are /o weak that we can ſcarce gine any grone.For Paul ſaith,that 
one 
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is « frong cryin the cares of God fill 


”  elbfl1ss $24dcarth. * Againe, very few kgow how weake and ſmall faith, ap 


bope is vnder the croſſe and in temptation. For it appeares theneo 

be as ſmoking flaxe, which a good blaſt of winde would preſently put 

out : but ſuch as beleeue in theſe combats, and terrors azainſt bope, 

vnder hope, that is, oppoſing themſelues by faith in the promiſe of 

Chriſt againſt the feeling of ſinne,and the wrath of God doe finde af- 

terward that this little parke of faith (as 1t ajpeares to reaſon, 

which hardly perceineth it) is peraduentare 65 the whole clement of 

fire which filleth all beauen end ſwnalloweth wp all terrors and ſinnes. 

flb.fo.zoo f Again,tbe more we find our vnworthine([e,and the lefſe we find the 

promiſes to belong vnts vs, the more muſt we deſire them,being aſſ#- 

red that this defire doth greatly pleaſe God, who deſireth and willeth 

that bis grace ſuould be earnely deſired. T bis doth faith which ind« 

geth it 4 pretious thing, and therefore greatly hungereth and thir= 

: feeth after it, and ſo: obtaines it. For God is delighted to fill the bun- 

hReſp.ad gyie with good things,and to ſend the rich emptic away.» Theodore 

nn Beza ſaith, !f thox finde not thine heart inwardly touched, pray that 

pd. it may be touched:for then muſt thou know that this defire ts apledge 

iLocor.cs, of the fathers good will to thee: 5 Kemanitius faith, // ben 1 have 4 

par.t. ag#0d deſire, though it doe ſcarcely foew it /elfe in ſome little and ſlen- 

der figh,1 muſt bee aſſured that the ſpirit of God is preſent and wor- 

| k Catechi: ketb bis good worke. * Vriiaus ſaith, Faith in the moſt holy men in 

this life is unperfecF and weak. Tet nenertheleſſe whoſorncy feeles 

tn bis heart an earneſt deſire tobeleene,cnd afiriaing againſt his na- 

tural dewbtings,both can and muſt aſſure bim{elfe that he is indued 

wuth true faith. Againe, Y icked men doe not deſire the gr ace of the 

holy ſpirit, whereby they may reſiſt ſinne. And therefore they are inſily 

arpriaea of it : for be that earneſtly deſereth the holy Ghoſt, hath it al- 

reaate : becauſe this deſire of the fpirit cannot be but froms the ſpirit - 

as it is ſaid, Bleſſedare they that hunger 4nd thirſt after righteouſ- 

[Epifile to 1955s for they ſh.ul be ſatisfied." Bradford faith, Thy ſns are vudowb- 
Cacclefſe. Fealy pardoned,orc for God hath ginen thee « penittt amdbeleenin 
heart : that is,an heart which deſireth to repent, andbeleewe : for ſuc 

an one is taken of him (he accepting the will for the deed) for 4 peni- 

m Bockeof Fent and beleening heart indeed. ® Taffine ſaith, Our faith may bee 

the mas kes ſo ſmall and weak,as it doth not yet bring foorthfraites that may be 

culdica, ©2ch felt of v5: but if they which feel thi/elues in ſuch om” to 
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* _ atGods handsby praier: this deſire andpraier are tetimonies that 
=» theſpirit of God i5 in them, and that they haue faith alreadie : for ts 
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ſuch 2 deſire a fruit of the fleſs, or of the fpirit ? it is of the holy ſpirits 
who bringeth it forth only in ſuch as he awels in,5c.T ben theſe bolie 
deſires and praiers being the motions of the holy Ghoſt in vs, are te- 
ftimonies of our faith,although they ſeeme to vs ſmall and weake, As 
| the woman that feeleth the moning of achild in her body, theugh ve- 
ry weake,aſſureth her ſelfe that ſoc hathconceiued and that ſve goeth 
with a liue child: ſo if we hane theſe motions,theſe holy affettrons,& 
deſires before mentioned, let ws not doubt but that we haue the holy 
Gho/i(who is the author of them) dwelling im v5, conſequently that 
we haue alſo faith. Again he ſaith, If thos haſt begun to hate and flee 
finne if thou feeleſt rhat thou art difpleaſed at thine infirmities, and 
. corruptions : if hauing offended God thoufeeleſt a nriefe &> a ſorrow 
for it* if thou deſire to 4%jtaine> if thou ano: deſt the accafeonscif thaw 
tr auaileſt to doe thy endeuour : if thaw prateſt to God to gine thee 
grace:all theſe holy affettions preceding from none other then frons 
-#he ſpirit of God,ought tobe ſo many pledges, andteitimonies that be 
is in thee.* Maſter Knokes ſaith, 4bezt your paines ſometimes be [0 wpgyq 
horrible that you find no releaſe nor comfort neither in ſpirit nor bo« 
die, yet if thy heart can onely ſob unto God deſpaire not, you ſhall obe 
taine your harts deſire. And deflitute you are not of faith: for at fuch 
time as the fleſk,naturall reaſon, the law of God,the preſent torment, 
the dinell at once do crie,Ged is angrie, & therefore there is netthey 
help nor remed) to be hoped for at his hands: at ſuch time, ſay,to fob 
vnto Gad ts the demonſtration of the ſecret ſeede of God, which is bid 
in God's elect children:e+ that only ſob is unts God 4 more acceptable 
| of ſacrifice,then withoxt this croſſe, to giue our bodies to be burns exen 
= 5 for the trueths fake, Moretcſtimonics might bee alleaged,bur theſe - 
| ſhall ſnſfice. Agatnſt this point of doQrine it may bee alleaged : 
| thar,if deſfireto heleene in our weakenefle bee faith indeede; then 
ſome are mſtified and may be ſaued wanting a liuely appreben- 
fonand full perſwaſion of Gods mercie in Chriſt. {nfoere. TIu- 
ſtifying faith in regarde of hisnature is alwaics one and the ſame, 
— and the eſfentall propertic thereof is tro apprehend Chriſt with 
| bis beiictires , and to aſſure the yerie conſcience thercot. And 
| FESIS COLELLA "i exclore 
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juſtification or' faluation inthem thar for age are ableto beleeuc. 
Yet there be cerraine degrees,and meaſyres of true tairh. There isa 
ſtrong faith, which cauſccha tull apprehenſion and perſwaſion of 
Gods mercic in Chriſt, This meaſureot faich-the Logd vouchſa- 
fed Abraham, Dauid, Feul, the Prophets,aud-apoliles,and Mar- 
tyrsof God. Ir werea bleſſed thing, it al! belecuers might attaine 
to this height of lively faith,to ſay with Paul, I am perfwaded, that 
neither life, nor death, nor anything els, ſhall be able to ſepzrate vs 
from the louc of God in Chriſt : butall cannot; therefore there 15 
another degree of faith lower then the former, avd yertrue faith, 
called alittle or weakefaith, and it alſo hath a power to apprehend 
and apply the promiſe of ſaluation,butas yetby reaſon of weake- 
neſſe,it is infolded(as it were) and wrapt vp in the heart,as the leafe 
and blofſome in the bud. For ſuch perſons as haue this weak faith, 
can ſay indeede,that they belecue their ſinnes to be pardonable, and 
that they deſire to haue them pardoned : bur as yer they cannot ſay, 
that they are without all doubt pardoned. And yet the mercie of 
God is not wanting vntothern, For inthatthey doc,and can deſire, 
and indeuour to apptchend, they doe 1ndeede apprehend; God ac- 
ceptiog the deſire todoe the thing, for the thing done. This which 
I ſay, will che better appeare if the grounds thereof bee conl13cred : 
Faith doth nor inſtific in reſpeR ot it lelfe, becauſe it is an ation, or 
vertue : or becauſe it js ſtrong, lively,and pertect : but 1nreſpeR of 
the obicCt thereof,namely Chrilt crucified, whom faith apprehen- 

dcth as hc is ſet foorti vato ys 11 the Word and Sacraments. Ir is 

Chriſt that is theauthor, and matter of opr iuſtice, and it is he that 

applicth the ſame yato ys : as for faith in vs, itis bur an inſtrument 

to apprehend and receiue that which Chriit for his part offereth 

and gincch, Therefore, if faith cre not in his proper obiett, but 

tollow the promiſe of God, though it doe weaklie apprehead, or 

atthe leaſt cauſe a man onelyto endeuour and defireto apprehead, 

it is true faith,and iuſtifieth. Though our apprehenſion be neceſla- 

ric,yet our ſaluation ſtands rather in this that God apprehends vs 

for his owne,theathat we apprehend him. Phil 3.verl.12- 
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= _- Out of this concluſion 
= God accepts the en of the who 
obedience it ſelfe. 


Hat is, if men indeuourto pleaſe Godin all things, God will 
not iudpe their doings by the rigour of his law: but will ac- 
 cepttheirlittle & weake endeuour,todothat which they can do by 
his grace as if they had perteRtly fulfilled the law. Bur here remae- 
ber I put this caucar, that this endeuour muſt be in & by the whole 
man; the very minde, eonſcience, will, and affections, doing that 
which they ean in their kinds +and thus this cndeuaur, which is a 
fruit of the ſpirir,ſhall bee diſtinguiſhed from ciuill righteonſucile, 
which may bor in heathen men; Thetructh of this cooclufion ap- 
peares by that whichthe Prophet Malachi faith,that God will ſpare 
them, that feare him, as a father ſpares his childe : who accepts the 
thing donezas well done, it the childe ſkew his good will.to pleaſe 
his father,and to doc what he can. 


ITII. Conclufion. 


T o ſee and feele in our ſelues the want of any grace, aud to be gree« 
© wedthereforesis the grace it felfe. 


-» 


T he Expoſition. 
Ndetſtand this concluſion as the former, namely,thatgricfe of 
:Y heaft for the want of any grace nce«f{arie to ſaluation, is as 
much with God as thegrace it ſelfe. VV hen being indiſtreſſe, wee 
cannot pray as Wee 6upht ; Ged acocprs the very groancs, ſobs,and 
fi-hs of the perplexe heart, as rhe prayer it ſclte. Rom. $.26. VV hen 
we ate gridved;beeauſe we cannot de priened for our (innes, it is a 
degree ad meaſure of godly forrow before God. Augyſtiac ſaith Com.4.lb, 
well :.$010t 1068 dur prayer 15 lubewarme,or rather cold and almoſt h = Simple 
bd pra)er + #y ſtrntrane tt is altogtther no prayer at all , and yet OY 
Tort 01164 » hh BY 10 perremue this tm our ſelues : for if wee can bat 
Frtent;heoaujfe wa cannot pray, we now pray indeede. Hicrom iths 
_—_ 7 hen 
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Againe,7 leis the treewifedowe of man,to kuow hinjelfe to be jm- 
perfet#: And(that 4.mayjo ſpeake) the perfection of all inft menis = 
the fleſs is imperfe?. Auguſtine againe ſaith, That the vertue which 
is now in 4 inſt man is thus far forthperfea,that vnto the pe: feFion 
thereof there belongs 4 true acknowledgement and an humble con- 
feſſion of the anperfoction theresf; Abrokenand contritc heart af- 
cer an offence,is as much with God, as if there had been no offence 
at all. And therefore ſo ſoone as Dauid after bis grieuous fall in 
heauineſſe of heart confeſſed his finne, ſaying in cffc but thus . 
much: / have ſinnedzthe Prophet inthe name of the Lord,pronoii- \. 
ecth the pardon of his ſinne in heauen,and that preſently. | ou | 


Y. Concluſion. 


He that hath begun to ſabiet? himſelfe ts Chriff and bis word though 
as yet he bee ignerant in moſt points of religion : yet if he haue 4 o | 
care toincreaſe in knowledge,and to praitife that which he know- "8: 
eth,he is accepted of God as 4 true beleener. | 


p 
oy 
” 


*- The Expoſition. 


JVadrie perſons by the Euangcliſts are ſayd to belecue, which had 

onely ſcene the miracles of Chriſt, andas yet had madenofur- 
ther proceedings but to ackaowledge Chriſt co be the Meſsias, and 
to ſubmit themſelues to him and his doQtriac, which afterward 


ſhould be raught.Oa this manner the woman of Sawaria belecued, - 'Þ 

and many of the Samaritans vpon her report : and a cerraine ruler, = 
f | byreaſonof amiracle wrought vpon his ſonne;, is ſaid tobelecue, ik 
'ih and all his houſhold, Iob.4.42.52. VV hen our Saviour Chriſt com- | 


 mendeth the faith ofthe Apoftles,terming u arocke againlt which 
the gates of bell ſhould not preuaile, it was not for the plentifull 
knowledge of the doQtrine of ſaluation : for they were ignorant of 
many articles of faith, as namely of the death, reſurreQion, aſcen» 
Gion and kingdome of Chriſt: but becauſe they belecuced him to 
bee the ſonneof God , and the ſauiour of mankinde, and they had 


withall rcſolucd themclues to cleauc yato him, ard the bleſled 
: doctrine 
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ihmany pouits. The holy GhofFtomilenderli the fairh 
Pry pra 4 recetaed tlie ſpirs. Now!thiFher fairh was indect! 
bura feed and beginning of linely. faith: for thea' fhee had onely 
heard of the mitacles done in Egypr, andvf the deliuerance of the 
Lraclites, and was thereupomſmitten with a feare, and had conceis 
ucda reſolution with her (clfe, to ioyne her (elfero the Iſraelites; 
20d i@ worſhipthe true, God.: Now theſe and the like are rearmed 
belceyers, vpon.iuſt cauſe: for though they be ignorant as yer, yet 
their jgnpranceſhall beno.coninuing or laſting ignorance 8& they 
baugcxcellent ſeeds of grace , namely a purpoſe of heart to cleaue 
to Chriſt, and a care to profite in thedoQrine of ſaluation. 
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. Theforefaid beginnings of 7race are counterfait, vnleſſe they 
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T He wickednefſe of mans nature and thedepth of hypocrific is 
© ſuch, thata man may and-can caſlily transforme himſelfe into 
the counterfeit and reſemblance ot-any grace of God. Thetefote I 
pur gowne herea ecrtaine tate whetoby the gifts of God: may be 
diſcerned, namely, that they'grow vp-and encreaſe asthe grate of 


Mauftard(erdto apreat tree, and beate fruit anſwerably:The grace 
inthe heart is like the graineof Muſtard-ſeed intwothings. Firſt,ic 
is ſmall co ſee to atthe beginning :fecondly, after it iscaſt into rhe 
ground ofthe heart, it-encreaſcth ſpeedily , and ſpreads it (elfe. 
Therefore yif' a manat the firſt hane but ſome little teeling of his 


- wants, ſome. weakeand taint deſire; fome ſmall obedicnce,he muſt 


nat ict this ſparke of grace goc om : but theſe: morions of the ſpirit 
muſt be cacreafed by the vic of the word, ſacramenty, and praier; 
and they muſt daily be ſtirred vp by meditating, endeuouring,, ſtri- 
uing, asking, ſeeking , knocking. The maſter delivering bis ta- 
lents10 his (crpants; ſaith vitothem,Occupietill I come : and nor, 
hide themin the earth; Matth.25.26. Med vſcthan excellent ſpeech 
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ting too of woode, 2: Timoth. 1.6. As toc fuch motions of the 
heantthatlaſt for a weeke,, or a moncth , and after vaniſh away, 
they are not to be regarded : and the Lord by the Prophet Olea 
complaineth of them, laying, O Ephraim, thy rightcouſnes 1s like 
the moroing dewe. | | 

Therefore conlidering , grace valcfſeit be confirmed and exerci- 
ſcd, is indeede no grace; I will here adde certaine rules of direQi- 
onthat wee may the more cafily pur in praQtiſe the ſpirituall excrci- 
ſes of inuocation, faith, and repentance: and thereby alfo quic- 
ken and reuiue the ſecdes and beginningsof grace. 5d 

I. In what place ſocuer thou arr, whether alone or abroad, by 
day or by night, and wharſocuerthoa atrdoing , ſct thy ſclfe in the 
preſence of God,let this perſwafion alwaics take place in thy heart, 
that thou art before the huing God : and doe thy endeuout thatthis 
perſwaſion may ſmitcthy heart with awe and reucrence, & make 
thecafraid to linne. This counſell the Lord gaue Abraham, Genel, 
17. 1. Waltke before me, and be wpright . This thing alſo was pra» 
Qiſcd by Enoch, who for this cauſe is ſaid. to walke before God. 

2. Eſtecme of cucric preſent day asof the day of thy death : and 
therefore liue as thoughthou were dying and doe thoſe good due 
ticscucty day, that thou, wouldeſt doe if thou were dying. This 
ischriſtian watchfulneſfe, and remember it. | ge 

3. Make catalogues and billes of thine owne finnes, ſpecially of 
thoſe ſinnes that haue moſt diſhonourced. God, and wounded thine 
owne conſcience : ſet them before thee often, ſpecially then when 
thou haſt any particular occafionof renewing thy cepentance,that = 
thy hcart by this doletull fightmay be further humbled; This was 
Dauids prattiſe when he conſidered his waics and turned his feete 
to Gods commandements. Pſal. 119: 57. And when hee confclſed 
the linnes of his youth. Pſal.a5. This was Iobs praftiſe, when hee 
- faidhewasnotabletoanſwereoncof a thouſand of his finnes va» 

_ to. God. Jub.g. 1. "F | ; | : 
 Whenthou firſt openeſtthine cies.in-a-morning, pray to God, 
and giuc huv thaokes heartily : Godthen ſhall have his _— 


Go 
by. 


MEI TRE dalbe be beqerforkke halo lowing, For - 
wee ſee in experience » that veſlcls keepe herentrata that li- 


quor wherewith they are firſt ſeaſoned. And whenthou lieſtdown 
 terthat be the laft alſo: for thou knoweſt nor, whether fallen aſleep, 
thou ſhalt cer riſc againe aliue. Good therefore itis that thou 
ſhouldeſt giue vp thy ſelfe_ into the bands of God, whilſt thou 
art waking. 
$; Labourto ſceand feele thy [ pitituall pouerrie, that is, to ſce 
the want of graccin thy ſclfe, ſpecially thoſe inward corruptions, 
of vnbclecte , pride , ſclfcloue, &c. Labour to bee difpleaſed with 
thy (elfe : and labour to feele that by reaſon of them thou ſtandeſt 
innccd of cuery drop of the blood of Chriſt, to heale and cleanſe 
thee from theſe wantes: and ct thispraQiſe take ſuch place with 
thee, that if thou beedemaunded, what in thine eſtimation is the 
vileſt of the creatures ypon carth? thine heart and conſcicace may 
an{were with a loude voice, I, cuca I, by rcaſon of minc owne 
linaes: and againc, Connbadmmadal whats the beſt thing 
in the world for thee? thy heart and coaſcicnce may an(were a- 
gaine with a ſtrong mind cric , onedrop ot the bloodof Chriſt 


two waſh away my 
6. Shewe thy ſclfc to be amember of Chriſt, anda ſeruant of 


God, not onely in the generall calling of a chriſtian, but alſo in 
—_—_— callingi in which chou art placed. It is not enough for 
ſtrate to bea Chriſtian man , but he muſt alſa bea chriſtian 
 itis not enough fora maſterof a family to be a Chri- 
yr. grows or a Chriſtian in the Church, but hee muſt alſo be a 
Chriſtian in his familic, and in thetrade which he followeth dai- 
ly. Not cuery oncthatisacommon hearerof the word, and a fre- 
quenter of the Lordes table, is theretare a good Chriſtian, yn- 
ketie his converſation in hispriuathouſe and in hisprivate affaires 
and dealings be ſutable.'There 1s a man to be ſcene, whar he is. 

- 7, Search the Scriptures, to ſce what is finac, and what is not 
finne in cucryattion : this done, carric inthy heart aconſtant and 
reſolute purpoſe, not to ſinneinany thing: for faith and the pur- 
poſe of tinning canncuer ſtand togither, 


s. Lez thine endeiour bee ſurableto-thy purpole: and there. 
Rr 2 fore 


'E 


>, 


good Iofias, who turned ynto God with all his heart, accordi 


allthe law of Moſes 1King.25.25. and thus did Zacharie and Eli 


'zabeth that walked ix a/the commmaundements of God gry 
reproofe. Luk.1.6. 

* | 9. Itaranynme,againſt thy purpoſe and reſoluion, thob be 0- 
vertaketiwith any finne little orgrear, lic norin it, but ſpeedily re- 
couerthy ſelfe by repentance :-humble thy ſelfe, conteſsity thine 
offence, and by-prayer intreating the Lordto rardon the lame,and 
That earneſtly,tillſuchtime asthow findeſt thy conſciencetruly Pa- 
Cilred,and thy-careto<ſchewtbe lame fſinne encreaſed.. ct; 

10. Conliderottenof the right and proper cndot thylife urchis 
work; which is not to ſeeke profic, honour, pleaſure, but thatin ſer= 
ning of men,wee might ſerue God inourcallings. God-could,if it 
To pleaſed hirih ,preſerue man without the miniſtcricofman bur his 

relis:ro fulfill his) workerandowillin che perſcruation.of bur 
1es,and ſaluation of gur ſoulrs,by the iniploiment of men iwhig 
ſervice, euery one according to his vocation: Neither-1s there fo 
muchas a bond(laue, buthee muſt in and by. his faithtull ſeruice to 
his maſter,ſcrue the Lord. Men therefore doccommonly profane 
their labours and liucs 4. by aiming at 'a:weong cud; wiicoalttheio 
care con{iſteth.onely in getting ſatficientimdidtenance far themand 
theirs,for the obtaining of credit, riches,and-carnall commoditics: 
Forthus-meniſerue themſclues, and:not God; or men; "oy _ 
doe theyſeruc God in ſeruing of men. b ' 

-11 x.” Giucaltdiligence ro make thy.cleian ſure, and to: \ nthed 
ranifsld rokens thereof. For this caſe ablerhechi works at Gods 
pravidence,loyeand merc:e,bothiachee and ypon thee, from'timd 
to tiefic > for' the ſerious conſideratianof thera, and the laxivg ak 
them together when they arermany and ſeucrall, niniſter miichdi- 
reQion, afſuranceof Gods fauour and comfort. This was:the pra 
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12. Thinkccucrmore thy preſenteſtirewhatſacner itbr30:beg 
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_ Felle Uypletterorelchew every finnez andto obey GO Din | 
groncors one othis 5 ppg; tharpertaine either ro-thege- = 
'nerall calling of a Ghtiſtian,*or to thy: partieular calling. _ 


\$ 


' good providcnceof God Tharthis'rhay chib bertexÞe UONnud yours 
> <Qfſcc andacknowledgea pronidencobf Gott; afywelbinppuaels: © 
as inabundance, aſwell in difgrace as:good jepory/afwvllLnndigk- | 
' nefſe as in health,aſwell in life as in death /7 77.1 (5005101002 
. 13. : Pray continually, I meaneneviydolanmivanddapraycr, 
bur by ſecret and inward ciaculatadsadthie beaviiigats, by a con- 
tinuall cleuation,of:minde vard Ghrittzficriogla the right hand of 
| Godthe facher,and that cirberbyþuaiet or giuing ot thankes ſo of- 
ten as any occaſion ſhall be offered. 
14. Thinke ofcen of the worſt and moſt grieuous things that 
may befall thee either in lif& or death for the name ot Chriſt: make 
a reckoning of them,and prepare thy ſelf to beare them: that when 
they come,they may not ſceme ſtrange,and be borne more ealily. 
I5. Make conſcience of idle, vaine, vaboucſt, and vogodlic 
thoughes,for theſe are the ſcedes and beginnings of aftuall ſinne in 
word and deede. This want of care 1n ordering and compoſing of 
our thoughts, is often puniſhed with a fearctuli remptation-in the 
very thought, called of Duuifics, 7 entatio blaſphemia uma tenta- 
tion ot blgſphe | "Y $\ Ir DJ IN 
16. When 38y good tnotion or affeCtion riſcth inthe heart, 
ſuffer it notto paſſe away, bur feede it by reading,meditationg,pray- 
ing. | : 
17. Whatſocuer good thing thou gocſt about, whether it be 
in word or deede, doc itnotih a conceit of thy ſelfe,orin the pride 
of ehy hart, but io humilitic, afcribing the power whereby thou 
doelt thy worke, and the praiſe thercot ro God , otherwiſe thou 
ſhalr finde by expericnce,God will curſe thy beſtdoings. 
18. Deſpiſc not ciuill honeſtic : good conſcience and{good 
mancrs muſt go together: thereforexemember ro make,gagſricnce- 
of lying, and of cuſtomable ſwearing in common tal ntend __ 
not either in deede or word with any man : be curteous gente 
to all good and bad : beare with mens wants and frailkics, as baſti- 
nes,frowardnes,ſelfe-liking,curiouſnes,&c.paſsing by them as be- 
ing not percerued : returnenot euill for euill, but rather good fore- 4 
uill: yſc meate, drinke,and apparcll in that manner & meaſure, that + 
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